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LOCKING THE BASELINE GRID

To use the baseline grid, make sure you check  ‘Lock to 
Baseline Grid’ in your Paragraph Styles for the styles you 
want to line up. InDesign has this in the Paragraph Styles 
window, under the  ‘Alignment and Spacing’ tab.
  

Type set on the baseline:
     

  

    

Locking type to the baseline grid is a key step in improving 
consistency and sophistication. It also saves you a tremen-
dous amount of time - all of your text will always line up. 
There is no need to set anyw  more alignment keys for the 
text in this document. You are guaranteed clean consistent 
spacing throughout.

Your baseline grid will mirror the points of leading in your 
text type. For this example, we will use 14 pt. leading.

In InDesign, these settings are located in Preferences—
Grids....

TIP: For more flexibility and better spacing, divide the lead-
ing by two.

Example: 14 pt. leading divided by 2 = 7 pt.
Enter 7 pt. as your setting.

For a full discussion of Baseline Grids, see 
“Creating A Grid.pdf”

Baseline Grid

Locking type to the baseline grid is 
a key step in improving consistency 
and sophistication. It also saves you 
a tremendous amount of time - all 
of your text 
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Headline 1
Subhead 1

Body text Ex expla namenis sitinusam alia prendam, optur? 
Qui nos et volut rest, cus int derfero rehenda nditassi 
voluptatur? Quid minum untia es dis doluptas maximinihil 
et quiandit laborem facidus voloressim exerro to tempers 
pellique con pa nem adisti quia volorum, ommolupta verem 
iuntibus estem a idel idus nonsequi volum fugiatur rem et, 
vid ulla veri incid que in ex expellorum debit aliandis am int 
ut officimus reiurib earume voluptatetur sunt exceat.
Beri ipsuntin eicitat qui optae ist, sitatur rem rent ellaboris

Headline 2
Body text Ex expla namenis sitinusam alia prendam, optur? 
Qui nos et volut rest, cus int derfero rehenda nditassi 
voluptatur? Quid minum untia es dis doluptas maximinihil 
et quiandit laborem facidus voloressim exerro to tempers 
pellique con pa nem adisti quia volorum, ommolupta verem 
iuntibus estem a idel idus nonsequi volum fugiatur rem et, 
vid ulla veri incid que in ex expellorum debit aliandis am int 
ut officimus reiurib earume voluptatetur sunt exceat.
Beri ipsuntin eicitat qui optae ist, sitatur rem rent ellaboris
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All publications have an even number of pages. Plan for the 
last page with care. This final page does not have to have 
dense content, but can contain footnotes, a simple graphic, 
credits, or any number of small things. Just don’t leave it 
blank. Blank final pages look like you weren’t thinking about 
the experience at the end of the book or article. And remem-
ber, it’s the designer’s job to think about everything.

Final Notes


